June 1886. Greenwich Observations of Comet a 1886. 
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460 Mr. Nanyard, Note with respect to the xlvi. 8, 

Note with respect to the Invention of the Achromatic Telescope. 

By A. C. Ranyard. 

At a recent meeting of the Astronomical Society I mentioned 
that there was no account to be found in the Law Reports of the 
time of the action brought in 1766 by Peter Dollond, the son of 
John Dollond, against Champness, an optician in Cornhill, for 
infringing John Dollond’s patent for making achromatic tele¬ 
scopes. The importance of any contemporary reference to this 
action arises from the fact that Champness, in his defence, proved 
to the satisfaction of Lord Mansfield that achromatic telescopes 
had been made by Mr. Moor Hall in 1733, that is, twenty-five 
years previously to the date of John Dollond’s patent. It is 
known* that evidence was given by workmen who had been em¬ 
ployed by Mr. Moor Hall to make achromatic lenses for him, but 
it is not known whether the workmen actually came into Court 
and were cross-examined, or whether their evidence was given 
by affidavit. 

Mr. C. T. Martin saw a report of the discussion at the 
Astronomical Society’s meeting, and wrote to suggest to me that 
I should search the Common Law Judgment Rolls preserved in 
the Record Office. I was under the impression that the action 
had been tried in the Court of King’s Bench ; for we know 
from subsequent references to the case that it was tried before 
Lord Mansfield, who w T as Chief Justice of the King’s Bench, 
from the date of his appointment in November 1756 on till 
1788. There is in the library of the Record Office a complete 
index of the actions tried during this period in the Courts of 
King’s Bench and Common Pleas. I therefore searched the 
index of cases in the King’s Bench for the names Dollond and 
Champness, but with no success, and I was about to give up the 
search, when the librarian suggested to me that Lord Mansfield 
might have sat to relieve a judge in another Court, and he sug¬ 
gested that I should search the index of cases in the Court of 
Common Pleas. There I found in the list of actions tried in 
the Easter Term of the seventh year of Ceorge III. the 
entry:— 

James Cfa'mpnry^ late of London, optician, to answer Peter 
Dollond, administrator of John Dollond. Damages £204. 
H. 6 Geo. III. 626 Middx. 

The latter figures refer to the record of Judgments. On 
sending for the Judgment Roll for the Easter Term of 7th 
Geo. III. I found that Judgments numbered 622 to 627 were 
missing, and on searching through the file of affidavits made 
in the Common Pleas in Easter Term of 7th Geo. III. I was 

* For references with respect to this evidence see Astronomical Begister for 
1881, pp. 196, 197 . 
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